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icials Say Too Many |
I Seek Access to Secrets

By JOEL BRINKLEY
- Special to The Nsw York Times e
WASHINGTON, June 3 — So many- esists Centralizing 3 most sensi programs.’
people arenow for official clear- Nevy % by o ihalt;uthe

- ance to handle “‘secret” and “‘top se-
cret’’ materials, Government officials
say, that it is impossible to investigate.
the applications adequately. !

More than 200,000 people applied for,
clearance to handle classified informa-|
tion last year, 50 percent more than &,
decade ago. Federal officials say one,
reason for the in such requests
is that the number of classified docu-i
ments and related materials has grown
dramatically in the last few years.

i The spy case involving three mem-::
bers of the Walker family, who had all
been cleared by the Navy for access to
classified materials, has focused atten-.
tion on security clearances. Many Fed-;
eral officials are saying that clearance!

tions must be improved. '

The Defense Department, which han-:

dles 90 percent of the Government's se- .

. curity clearances, is to re-in-,

to leave the

vestigate everyone cleared ccess, Edward J. O'Malley, head of the bu-| checks these applicants’ credit
mmpnt::ummfllmﬁhv:‘ym reau’s intelligence division, said today. | records, travels and other ac-
But the department says it is 3o over- work for coutractors | tivities for the five

“all over the country,” Mr. O'Malley
said. “We're not uyin'gan these people

the re-investigations are being con-| plying for access to *‘sensitive com-
ucted once every 17 years, . are spies,’” Mr. O’'Malley said. But he - the most
‘2 l"_"ly " i ""’""! "wzgg th:tythem y m;:cbe&mmvol
y 4 cers target peo-|
Clearanice Procedures Criticized ) ¥ Mogt have relatives in the Soviet|| and other activities for the preceding 15
“I'm not impressed with the steps; Union and might be coerced into coop-| years, and they interview friends and

that have been taken to deal with the in-:

crease” in applications, said Senator| ‘Limited Resources’ Cited In : , Mr. Snider said, "Weloﬁk

Patrick J. Leahy, the Vermont Demo- for problems of a financial nature, for

crat who is vice chairman of the Senate 1399““0 m‘ had about drinhnggu prob‘lﬁml,tor .
Commi ligence. B ¥ biliti might allow someone to

Sell:ctmt ttee on Ltel 206,790 applications for security clear- ‘,‘,e umm" -

Bill W. Thurman, the General Account-/ ance it received last year. Althoughthe|  Ajj of that, he acknowledged, “‘does :

“With all thale api)liutiom. we now
seem o0 be in the business of clearing |-

odi of most People, not of finding potential security
é’f:mc 2 and failure tocontrol;  risks,” said another Defense Depart-
“the pumber of cleasance re- | :ﬂmml&:dmw;id::.
D o iguie arm f g sy e e 1o s e
- cal og. . ‘

m:i:&m&m f Last week Senator Sam Nunn of
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Democrat on the

cent espionage cases there are indica-
tors that they may have been caught
with a re-i tion.”

Mr. Snider said the Defense Depart-
ment was about to

begin experiment-
-ingwithnemmtqrpeople"m



